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not indefinitely bear the strain at home General Harrington was determined to frustrate the Government in so far as he was able in Constantinople. His refusal to act on the ultimatum became dramatic in London, where the inner caucus of the Cabinet were anxiously awaiting news of the first shot. Actually the Conference at Mudania was never abandoned, Lord Curzon's work in Paris was not destroyed, and the revolt in the Cabinet was complete. England can only pray that, so long as she is forced to suffer the demagogue gladly, she may possess the soldier of character who c?an use a blind eye and deaf ear on occasions.
The idea of issuing an ultimatum without awaiting a reply from the person in charge began to disturb certain members of the Cabinet, who could not applaud the morality of their more forceful colleagues. In a letter from Sir Arthur GriflEtth Boscawen which Lord Zetland quotes in his life of Lord Curzon, he expressed approval of the Foreign Secretary's action and wrote: "I should certainly have supported your view and so would several others who sit at our end of the table/* At his end of the table, a quiet and humble spectator of events, sat Mr* Baldwin, then President of the Board of Trade. It is understood that at one time Mr, Baldwin was not unfavourable to the Government policy in the Near East, but at least he mistrusted the personal attitude of certain of its members* He met Lord Curzon and decided to support him in so far as he was able. It was this separate meeting of Unionist ministers to discuss independent action that foreshadowed the doom of the Coalition. In Lord Curzon's words " the death tick was audible in the rafters."
As events turned out, the Near East problem was not entirely solved. Early in October it loomed up again further to irritate the disgruntled Conservatives and the already sickened public. Owing to the latitude allowed from Paris to the French representative at Mudania the conference all but failed. To assist General Harrington, Lord Curson had to hurry to Paris and assure him of the united action